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Eco-friendly, natural end-of-life options
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What is a Green Burial?

◦ A burial method that avoids embalming 
chemicals, metal caskets, and concrete 
vaults

◦ Uses biodegradable materials for the 
body and casket

◦ Aims to allow natural decomposition and 
minimal environmental impact



Conventional Burial

▪ Embalming

▪ Casket

▪ Vault

▪ Hire services

VS

Natural Burial

▪ No toxic chemicals

▪ No vault

▪ Biodegradable container

▪ Family participation



Natural Burial

▪ 3.5’- 4’ depth
▪ 18-24” minimum smell barrier
▪ Organic maintenance

▪ Family participation/ritual

▪ Returning to the Earth 

▪ Conservation of land



Home Burial
▪ Burial on land owned by a family 

member- for family members ONLY

▪ Record burial with the Municipal 
Cemetery Trustees & on deed for 
property 

▪ Public right of way for visiting gravesite

▪ 100’ from any dwelling, school, store, 
business

▪ 50’ from known water source & state 
highway

▪ Comply with local zoning- contact town 











Alternate Containers



Shrouds



Caskets



Planning a Green Burial

◦ Contact your local cemetery to ask about green 
options

◦ Ensure cemetery bylaws permit vault-free burials

◦Work with a funeral home familiar with natural burial 
practices

◦ Consider pre-planning to ensure your wishes are 
followed



Death Certificates

State based 
document obtained 
by funeral home or 
family from town clerk 
offices in NH 



Green Burial Cemeteries in NH

◦ Laurel Hill Cemetery (Abbot Hill Rd, Wilton, 
NH): 

Phone: (603) 654-9451

◦ Life Forest (200 Beard Rd, Hillsborough, NH)

◦ Life Forest buries cremated and composted 
human remains only.

Phone: (603) 315-0790

◦ West Lebanon Cemetery (Pleasant St. 
Lebanon, NH - Section F):

Phone: (603) 448-3112

◦ Old Pine Tree Cemetery ( Old Pine tree 
Cemetery Rd, Lebanon, NH): 

Phone: (603) 448-3112

https://www.google.com/search?q=laurel+hill+cemetery+wilton+nh+phone+number&sca_esv=1ed5a24754748f85&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&ei=eL32Z-LpG-3_ptQP7pWdoQ4&oq=laurel+Hill+cemetery+wilton+nh+phon&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiI2xhdXJlbCBIaWxsIGNlbWV0ZXJ5IHdpbHRvbiBuaCBwaG9uKgIIADIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUjzD1DgA1jjB3ACeACQAQCYAWygAbQDqgEDMy4yuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIGoAKAA8ICBxAAGLADGB7CAgsQABiwAxiiBBiJBcICCxAAGIAEGLADGKIEwgIGEAAYFhgewgIIEAAYogQYiQXCAggQABiABBiiBMICBRAhGKsCmAMAiAYBkAYDkgcDNC4yoAfjFLIHAzIuMrgH-gI&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=life+forest+hillsborough+nh&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&oq=life+fores&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggAEEUYOzIGCAAQRRg7MhAIARAuGK8BGMcBGIAEGI4FMgcIAhAAGIAEMgYIAxBFGEAyBggEEEUYOTIGCAUQRRg8MgYIBhBFGD0yBggHEEUYPNIBCDQxMDNqMGo5qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=lebanon+cemetery+lebanon+nh&sca_esv=534ae1ae75709fc0&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&ei=PL72Z5nXKu7-ptQP-tygkQg&ved=0ahUKEwiZ5aaCzMuMAxVuv4kEHXouKIIQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=lebanon+cemetery+lebanon+nh&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiG2xlYmFub24gY2VtZXRlcnkgbGViYW5vbiBuaDIIEAAYgAQYogQyCBAAGIAEGKIESOwRUIYEWPIOcAF4AJABAJgBeKABlwiqAQM3LjS4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgugApUIwgIOEAAYgAQYsAMYhgMYigXCAgsQABiABBiwAxiiBMICCBAAGLADGO8FwgIFEAAYgATCAgsQLhiABBjHARivAcICBhAAGBYYHsICAhAmwgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAgUQABjvBZgDAIgGAZAGB5IHAzYuNaAH32CyBwM1LjW4B44I&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=old+pine+tree+cemetery+lebanon+nh&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&oq=old+pine+tree+cemetery+lebanon+nh&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTINCAEQABiGAxiABBiKBTINCAIQABiGAxiABBiKBTIKCAMQABiABBiiBDIKCAQQABiABBiiBNIBCDUwNTZqMGo5qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


Green Burial Cemeteries in VT

◦ Green Mount Cemetery (250 State St. 
Montpelier, VT)

Phone: (802) 223-5352

◦ Natural Burial Ground at Meeting 
House Hill Cemetery (580 Orchard St. 
Brattleboro, VT)

Phone: (802) 689-6380

https://www.google.com/search?q=%EF%82%A7+Green+Mount+Cemetery%2C+Montpelier&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&oq=%EF%82%A7%09Green+Mount+Cemetery%2C+Montpelier&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yCAgCEAAYFhgeMgoIAxAAGIAEGKIEMgcIBBAAGO8FMgcIBRAAGO8F0gEIMTM0NGowajmoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=%EF%82%A7+Natural+Burial+Ground+at+Meeting+House+Hill+Cemetery%2C+Brattleboro&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&oq=%EF%82%A7%09Natural+Burial+Ground+at+Meeting+House+Hill+Cemetery%2C+Brattleboro&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRiPAtIBBzUwNmowajmoAgCwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


Green Burial Cemeteries in MA

◦ Mount Auburn Cemetery

(580 Mt Auburn St., Cambridge, MA)

Phone: (617) 547-7105

◦ Greenlawn Cemetery 

(57 Orne St., Salem, MA)

Phone: (978) 745-0195

https://www.google.com/search?q=mount+auburn+cemetery+cambridge+ma&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&oq=mount+auburn+cemetery+cambr&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBggCEEUYOTIICAMQABgWGB4yCAgEEAAYFhgeMggIBRAAGBYYHjINCAYQABiGAxiABBiKBTINCAcQABiGAxiABBiKBTIKCAgQABiABBiiBDIKCAkQABiABBiiBNIBCDM5MzFqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=greenlawn+cemetery+salem+nh&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&oq=greenlawn+cemetery+salem+nh&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigAdIBCDU2MTlqMGo5qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


Green Burial Cemeteries in ME 

◦ Baldwin Hill Conservation Cemetery (Fayette Corner Rd, Fayette)

Phone: (207) 377-2848

◦ Cedar Brook Burial Ground (175 Boothby Rd, Limington)

Phone: (207) 637-2085

◦ Burr cemetery (56 Durham Rd, Freedom)

Phone: (207) 865-3940

◦ Rainbows End Natural Cemetery (Mill Creek Rd, Orrington) 

Phone: (207) 631-0185

◦ Life Forest (589 Trapp Rd, Auburn, ME)

Phone: (603) 315-0790

https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJwFwVsKgCAQAED6DbqDBH276kqPI3QLta0E28Ci7PbN1I3cpFLZf9txsYFq6qBg8ForXI0i0iPYCcpqezMiBXQWSOMwt96l5Y0s9piSCCdflB93x5NFoINuyt8PuGEcug&q=baldwin+hill+conservation+cemetery&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&oq=baldwin+hill+con&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqEAgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggAEEUYOTIQCAEQLhivARjHARiABBiOBTIICAIQABgWGB4yCAgDEAAYFhgeMggIBBAAGBYYHjIICAUQABgWGB4yCAgGEAAYFhgeMggIBxAAGBYYHjIKCAgQABiABBiiBNIBCDMzMzJqMGo5qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=cedar+brook+burial+ground+me&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&oq=cedar+brook+burial+ground+me&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIQCAEQLhivARjHARiABBiOBTIHCAIQABiABDINCAMQABiGAxiABBiKBTINCAQQABiGAxiABBiKBTINCAUQABiGAxiABBiKBTIKCAYQABiABBiiBDIHCAcQABjvBTIKCAgQABiiBBiJBdIBCDU4MDZqMGo5qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=burr+cemetery+freeport+maine&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&oq=burr+cemetery+&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyEAgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQYjgUyBggCEEUYOTIHCAMQABiABDIICAQQABgWGB4yCAgFEAAYFhgeMggIBhAAGBYYHjIICAcQABgWGB4yCAgIEAAYFhgeMggICRAAGBYYHtIBCDI4MjJqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=rainbows+end+natural+cemetery+me&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&oq=rainbows+end+natural+cemetery+me&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRirAjIHCAcQIRirAjIHCAgQIRirAjIHCAkQIRifBdIBCDY3MzBqMGo0qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=life+forest+hillsborough+nh&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&oq=life+fores&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggAEEUYOzIGCAAQRRg7MhAIARAuGK8BGMcBGIAEGI4FMgcIAhAAGIAEMgYIAxBFGEAyBggEEEUYOTIGCAUQRRg8MgYIBhBFGD0yBggHEEUYPNIBCDQxMDNqMGo5qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


Cost of Green Burials

◦ Price can 
range from 
$3,000 + 
depending on 
items selected 
for the funeral

◦ Green burial 
plots range in 
price
- contact town 
clerk offices for 
pricing

Type Cost ($ -
$$$$)

DIY Practicality (1-5)

Traditional 
Funeral

$$ - $$$$ No 1

Cremation $ - $$$ No 1

Home Funeral $ - $$$ Yes / No 2

Green Burial $$ - $$$ Yes / No 2 - 3

Body 
Donation

$ No 1 - 2

Body Farm $$$ No 3

Alkaline 
Hydrolysis

$$$ No 4 - 5

Virtual Funeral $ Yes 1 - 5

Living Funeral $ - $$$$ Yes 1

Destination 
Funeral

$$$ - $$$$ Yes / No 4



Let us now  look at an example funeral 
statement from a green burial …  



$5,940 ESTIMATE



THE IMPORTANCE OF  

PRE-PLANNING



YOUR WISHES MAY NOT BE FULFILLED BY YOUR 

SURVIVORS

OR

YOUR PREFERENCES MAY 

NOT BE KNOWN BY YOUR SURVIVORS

PRE-PLANNING IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT WHEN 
NON-TRADITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS ARE BEING 

CONSIDERED



• ENSURES YOUR FINAL WISHES WILL BE FULFILLED

• ALLOWS FOR PROPER MEMORIALIZATION

• ELIMINATES FINANCIAL BURDEN

• PROVIDES PEACE-OF-MIND

THERE ARE SEVERAL ADVANTAGES TO  
PRE-PLANNING



Resources & Contacts

◦ New Hampshire Funeral Resources: nhfuneral.org

◦Green Burial Council: greenburialcouncil.org

◦ Life Forest: thelifeforest.com

◦ Local Cemetery Trustees, Town Clerk/ Town Hall



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://www.covermesongs.com/2016/09/cover-qa-whats-favorite-muppets-cover-song.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Phaneuf Funeral Homes & Crematorium
243 Hanover St ~ Manchester, NH 03104

172 King St ~ Boscawen, NH 03303

101 Union St ~ Littleton, NH 03561

861 Lafayette Rd ~ Hampton, NH 03842

57 High St. ~ Brattleboro, VT 05301

26 Kinsley St. ~ Nashua, NH 03060

Littleton Location: (603) 444-3311

Manchester Location: (603) 625-5777

https://www.google.com/search?q=phaneuf+phone+%23&sca_esv=9b97cf5dfe314dde&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&ei=0z_5Z9eEGODviLMP3PefsAM&ved=0ahUKEwiXup3xr9CMAxXgN2IAHdz7BzYQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=phaneuf+phone+%23&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiD3BoYW5ldWYgcGhvbmUgIzIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigAUiGGVAAWOEWcAJ4AZABAJgBbKABmguqAQQxNi4xuAEDyAEA-_cL&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?q=phaneuf+phone+%23+manchester&sca_esv=9b97cf5dfe314dde&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS1088US1088&ei=2T_5Z-SZK7Pj5NoPuIzUuQ0&ved=0ahUKEwik6p70r9CMAxWzMVkFHTgGNdcQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=phaneuf+phone+%23+manchester&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiGnBoYW5ldWYgcGhvbmUgIyBtYW5jaGVzdGVyMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAEyBRAhGKABMgUQIRigATIFECEYoAFI9QtQvQNYrwtwAXgBkAEAmAGCAaAB-AaqAQM4LjK4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgugAqAHwgIKEAAYsAMY1gQYR8ICBRAhGKsCwgIFECEYnwWYAwCIBgGQBgiSBwM5LjKgB6w4sgcDOC4yuAedBw&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&lqi=ChpwaGFuZXVmIHBob25lICMgbWFuY2hlc3RlciICEAFIpuyVwOWAgIAIWhoQABgAGAEiEnBoYW5ldWYgbWFuY2hlc3RlcpIBDGZ1bmVyYWxfaG9tZaoBUQoIL20vMHhoajIQASoLIgdwaGFuZXVmKAAyHhABIhqKqREJYcRNp39YpfWnYezuoptaooQrkGfitjIWEAIiEnBoYW5ldWYgbWFuY2hlc3RlcuABAA

